September Teaching Theme: The Sermon on the Mount

W & Speaker: Pastor Tian & Dr. Moon

B Topic: LA S PFETEE E#IHEIE (Encounter on Emmaus Road)”Whose Hands are You In?”
£ 3 Scripture: Luke 24:13-35/Jeremiah 18:1-4

Monthly Theme: This week is the last of our messages related to the Sermon on the Mount, as
we will begin a new series on Phillippians in October. This week we are taking a look at Luke
24:13-35 where Jesus visits two of his followers on the Road to Emmaus after his resurrection.
This story gives us key insights into both the type of Messiah Jesus is and the lifestyle his
followers are called to live out.

LA September - Z1LUE IR 5] The Sermon on the Mount Series

September 5th — R AN ELEF94E False Prophets & True Disciples (Matthew 7:13-23)
September 12th — FEBAMIE A B2 R 5 MIE AN The Wise & Foolish Builder (Matthew 7:24-29)
September 19th — f#PI4ERI{XE The Cost of Discipleship (Luke 9:21-27; Mark 8:34-9:1)
September 26th — EFXFF & k& R ERfX Jesus Revealed in Hospitality to a Stranger (Luke
24:13- 35)

Resources:
Sermon Video (Pastor Tian) [Luke 24:13-35]
Sermon Video (Dr. Moon) [Jeremiah 18:1-4]

Bible Project: Luke 24 (English - 5:16)
Bible Project: Luke 24 (Chinese - 5:01)
**We watch this video earlier this year, but it is a great overview & review**

Discussion Questions (Pastor William R. Horne)

(1) Read Luke 24:13-35 together. What observations do you make, and what stands out to
you? How would you summarize Jesus teaching here?

(2) What do you think people expected Jesus to do or be like? How did he surprise them?
(Recall, we also talked about this last week)

(3) How does Jesus being the Suffering Servant Messiah inform how we understand our
path as his followers?

(4) What are some of the assumptions or expectations we are tempted to hold about life,
God, or the future that could be keeping us from seeing what Jesus might be doing in
our life?

(5) Why do you think it is significant about how/when Jesus is revealed to the Emmaus
Road disciples? What practices does this call us to?

(6) What does the Resurrection of Jesus mean to you? How does this change things?

Important Notes (Pastor William R. Horne):

Notes on Q2: There were multiple streams of thought during this time on how the Messiah
would bring about the “redemption of Israel.” Some had nationalistic and political expectations
thinking that God’s Kingdom would come through a political uprising against Rome. Some


https://youtu.be/RkbKtiERab0?t=182
https://youtu.be/6hWaVDeIID0?t=2026
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/gospel-luke-5/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PkokZHW-Sgs

understood the Messiah’s future “redemption of Israel” in spiritual terms hoping for religious
renewal, and that blessing would return to the people of Isreal. Jesus, however, brought about a
more profound liberation, freeing people from the grips of evil and death through his suffering
and death. He inaugurated a Kingdom that flips the world’s hierarchies and ways, forming a new
multi-ethnic forgiven family.

Recall from last week: The religious leaders looked to texts like Psalm 2 and Daniel 2,
giving them a picture of a Victorious Messiah who would cast down the pagan oppressors and
vindicate God’s people. Suffering was not a part of Jewish messianic hope. And Peter has this
same military-type leader in mind when he hears the word, Messiah. Jesus, however, points to a
different passage to understand his Messianic role that both the religious leaders and the
disciples miss - The Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53. Isaiah 53 tells us that the Messianic King will
be enthroned through suffering and dying for the sins of his own people. The disciples did not
have categories for a Messiah that would face suffering, be rejected, and die - and really, if we
are honest, we struggle to find categories ourselves.

Notes on Q4: Recall, Jesus models for us a life that embraces suffering before entering glory.
This way of life is embraced throughout Scripture and Church history and is well worth reflecting
upon. What does it mean that the Christian life is shaped like Jesus in “suffering preceding
glory?” We see in Scripture that the people of God can walk through suffering for two reasons:
(1) we know we are shaped to look more like Jesus through suffering (Romans 5:3-5; James
1:2-4; 1 Peter 1:7, 4:12-13, Job 28:1-2; Ps 66:1-10; Zech 13:8-9; Dan 11:35, 12:10; Mal 3:2-4).
And (2) we know that King Jesus will return and make all things right, vindicating his people who
now walk in suffering (2 Tim 2:11; Rom 6:8-18; 2 Cor 4:11, Gal 2:20; Col 2:20; Phil 1:21; 1
Thess 4-5; Rev 21-22). The resurrection of Jesus gives the Christian power to walk through
suffering and act in faith, living like Jesus in its midst.

Notes on Q5: Jesus is revealed to the Emmaus road disciples when they invite Jesus to stay
with them, eat, and Jesus breaks the bread. Throughout Luke’s Gospel, it is clear that key to the
Christian life is the practice of radical hospitality towards others, especially strangers (the
marginalized, the poor, the outcast). It is also shouldn’t escape us that within the narrative, we
see the same meal formula as the “feeding of the 5000” and “Jesus Last Passover Supper.” In
the feeding of the five thousand, “all were satisfied” (9:17); at the Passover, the

apostles “remember Jesus” (22:19); now “their eyes are opened, and they recognize

him” (v. 31). This liturgical formula throughout church history has called us to practice
“remembering,” and in “remembering” Jesus, our eyes will see him clearly! (Also recall, the
women’s remembering Jesus’ words in Luke 24:8 spurs on faith and proclamation).

Sermon Summary (Elder Yin of Chinese Service Sermon):
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Pastor Tian
Luke 24:13-35
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